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Mars? Let’s sort out life on Earth first

Sir David Attenborough has called for
mankind to forget about space travel
until it has fixed the problems onEarth.
The naturalist ridiculed the idea of

creating a permanent human
settlement on Mars, saying: “Why
should we screw up the rest of the
universe?”
Hewas speaking at the launchof

NaturalCuriosities, hisTVserieson
the Watch channel. Talking about
theMars One project, which plans
to send an astronaut crew
to the Red Planet in 2024
funded by broadcast
rights and sponsorship
deals, Sir David, 88, said:
“Think of the energy it
takes to put one man on
Mars. Apart from that,

it’sMars—youcan’t get themoutwith-
in man’s lifetime.
“Andwhyshouldwescrewuptherest

of the universe before we sort out how
to live sensibly on the one planet where
we know we can?”
Sir David said that he still did not

knowhowsociety couldmitigate its im-
pact on the natural world. “I wish I
knew,” he said.

“But what I’m quite convinced
about is, if humanbeingsactually
get so divorced from nature that
they don’t understand it, then

they’re committing
suicide.

“Weareananimal spe-

cies, we are part of nature. We depend
onnature foreverymouthfulof foodwe
eat, we depend on nature for every
lungful of air we breathe.
“If there weren’t plants we wouldn’t

have any oxygen, if thereweren’t plants
we wouldn’t have any food. The health
of the natural world depends on the
complex communities of animals and
plants. If we lose sight of that and think
it doesn’t matter, we’ll just continue to
destroy it.”
He added: “So we’ll kill ourselves,

we’ll exterminate ourselves, if that
happens.”
More than 200,000 people have

applied to go on theMarsOnemission.
The organisers hope to send a test
mission in fouryears’ timeandanastro-
naut crew in2024. Itwill not bepossible
for thosewho travel toMars to return to
Earth.

Why we’re bothered by bees
and spooked out by spiders
Alexi Mostrous
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When Winnie the Pooh warned that
“you never can tell with bees”, he may
have unwittingly voiced the fears of
millions of Britons.
Apparently impervious to their vital

role in croppollination, 23per centofus
are “bothered” by bees and their ability
to sting, according to research on our
attitudes to insects.
The survey, of 2,000 adults, revealed

that half of Britons are “terrified” of
insects and creepy-crawlies. The most
feared are spiders, which horrified 37
per centof respondents. Snakes freaked
out 35 per cent of those questioned.
The scariest possible creepy-crawly

doesnot exist, but if it did itwould boast

the tail of a scorpion, the eyes of a fly,
the legs of a spider, the body of a cock-
roach, the teeth of a snake and the sting
ofawasp, according to thesurveyby the
maker of an insect bite treatment.
About a quarter of those surveyed

had noticed an increase in bugs in their
homes in the past two years.
Despite the fears expressed in the

survey, only a tenth of respondents said
that they had been bitten by a spider.
However, 6per cent had been stung by
bees or wasps and 39 per cent had been
bitten by mosquitoes.
Through the pollination of many

commercial crops, insects are estimat-
ed to contribute more than £400 mil-
lion per year to the British economy.
Leading article, page 32
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They had sprinted to be first but
clapped those who were last. They did
not want to be second, but helped
others to avoid the same fate. Theyhad,
according to Prince Harry, the
“Invictus spirit”.
As the Invictus Games ended after

four days of competition between
injured servicemenandwomen from 13
nations, Prince Harry paid tribute to
the character of all the competitors.
“Two years ago Britain hosted the

most incredible Olympic and
Paralympic Games,” he told the crowd
at last night’s closing ceremony in
London. “Two months ago we did it
with the Commonwealth Games. And
now you have done it again with the
first-ever Invictus Games. It’s what we
do and, damn, we do it well.”
The prince, often a source of worry

for his father, grandparents and nation,
could be forgiven for thinking that he
had also earned the right to do
somethinghe is known for doing rather
well: having a birthday drink.
The prince, who is 30 today, dreamt

up the Invictus Games and was the
driving force in turning them from
being the germ of an idea little over a
year ago to the outstanding success
they have been over the past few days.
Last night he was planning to have a

birthday drink with Britain’s victorious
team, including its captain. Harry said:
“I will be chuffed to bits when I’m
having a beer with Dave Henson . . . we
turn 30 at exactly the same time.”
Mr Henson, a former captain in the

Royal Engineers, revealed as the games
ended: “He said he would buy me [a
beer]. I’m pretty thirsty right now— it’s
been a hard week.”
Although there was no medals table

— the organisers wanted to emphasise
that itwasabout takingpart rather than
winning — Britain won far more gold
medals than any other team.
The games were followed by a

concert that featured the Foo Fighters,
Kaiser Chiefs, Ellie Goulding, Ryan
Adams and the Military Wives.
Harry read out a message from the

Queen inwhich she offered her “heart-
felt congratulations” to the “men and
women of the armed forces who have
overcome great adversity just to take
part in these games”.

The Queen continued: “All of you
have used the power of sport to en-
hance your own recovery and to
raisewiderawarenessof theenor-
mous challenges faced bywound-
ed veterans. The success of these
games can be measured not by
medals won, but by the re-
newed sense of purpose and
confidence in your abilities
that you have gained.”

Harry said that while
the games had helped the
servicemen and women
with their recovery, those
who had left the forces
facedanuncertain future.
“We should be there,
ready to support them, if or

when they need it,” he said. “For a few
this may mean long-term physical and
mental support, but for the majority
this means fulfilling employment —
not special treatment, but to be treated
as theywere before injury,with respect,
admiration and recognition of their
considerable talent.”
It would not be Prince Harry if there

was not some downtime. While teams
battled it out at the Queen Elizabeth
Olympic Park in the wheelchair rugby,
Harry sneaked into the production
booth and starting choosing the music
clips being played to the crowd.
An Invictus source said: “When he

was watching the heats, he spent a fair
proportion of his time very discreetly
watching from the production booth,
where he was selecting a few tracks,
putting a few tunes on.” Themusic was
preloaded on a computer. “But you
choose whatever you want,” the source
said. “He playedwhatever he felt right.”
More than 25,000 people, including

his former girlfriend, Cressida Bonas,
and Princess Eugenie, watched the
final night of the inaugural games.

The Royal Marines played to
the crowd, which included
Cressida Bonas. Prince Harry
also displayed his DJskills
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