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Stop studying arts if
you want a good job,
minister tells pupils
Too many teenagers choose to study
arts and humanities subjects at A level
in themistakenbelief that such subjects
are the best way to keep their career
options open, the education secretary
said yesterday.
However, Nicky Morgan urged

young people without a clear idea of
their career to study mathematics or
the sciences as the best way to position
themselves for the way the economy
was changing.
Speaking at the launch of Your Life, a

business-led initiative to encourage
youngsters to consider studying
science, technology, engineering and
mathematics beyond the age of 16, Ms
Morgan said this advice applied
particularly to teenage girls, who were
far less likely to study maths and
physics at A level.
“Even a decade ago, young people

were told maths and the sciences were
the subjects you took if you wanted to
go into a mathematical or scientific
career, if youwanted to be a doctor or a
pharmacist or an engineer,” Ms
Morgan said.
“But if you wanted to do something

different, or even if you didn’t know
what youwanted to do— and it takes a
pretty confident 16-year-old to have

their whole life mapped out ahead of
them — then the arts and humanities
werewhatyouchosebecause theywere
useful for all kinds of jobs. Of course,
now we know that couldn’t be further
from the truth, that the subjects that
keep young people’s options open and
unlock doors to all sorts of careers are
the STEM subjects: science, tech-
nology, engineering and maths.”
The Your Life campaign aims to

increase participation in mathematics
and physics A levels by 50 per cent by
2017. Three years ago fewer than two
thirds of girls who were awarded an A*
inGCSEmathematicswent on to study
it at A level and only 19 per cent of girls
who achieved an A* in GCSE physics
took the subject at A level.
Ms Morgan said that there had been

improvements, with 2,000 more girls
studyingA-levelmaths and 1,000more
girls studying physics at A level, but she
called for a higher take-up.
Skills gained from studying

mathematics or the sciences were
useful in nearly any job, from creative
industries, architecture, designing
apps, gaming and the cosmetics indus-
try, Ms Morgan said.
She said: “Maths is the subject

employers value most, helping young
people develop skills vital to almost any
career.”
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Dancers are
paid less than
box-office staff
Nadia Brooks

Having trained with such dedication
for so long,onewould think thedancers
whoperformat theRoyalOperaHouse
would earn an appropriate salary.
However, the box office assistants

who sell tickets to watch the perform-
ances at Covent Garden are paid more
than the professional dancers, accord-
ing toEquity. Theunion claims that the
highly skilled freelance dancers are
paid £9.14 an hour during rehearsals
while the hourly rate for box office staff
is £10.70, and is urging the venue to
rectify the discrepancy.
“There is a huge strength of feeling

among professional freelancers that
the minimum amount offered to danc-
ers at the Royal Opera House, and
opera ingeneral, showsahugedisparity
and a lack of value when compared to
the other work that freelancers carry
out,” Equity wrote in an open letter to
the theatre.
The letter cites the rate being offered

in the forthcoming production of the
Polish opera Król Roger. “The dancers
you employwill be highly skilled, quali-
fied, experiencedprofessionalswhowill
have gone through a rigorous audition
process to achieve their position. I’m
sure you can understand how disheart-
ening it is to then be valued so poorly.”
A spokesman for the opera house

said: “We are in discussion with Equity
over pay. We hope to reach a mutually
agreeable solution as soon as possible.”

Down the rabbit hole Sarah Lamb stars in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, the
Royal Ballet’s Christmas show, which opens at the Royal Opera House next month


