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A CHILDREN’S book firm has
become the highest valued
venture to land an investment
on DRAGONS’ DEN.
Technology entrepreneur

Piers Linney invested
£100,000 in Lost My Name on
the show in return for four per
cent of the business – setting
the company’s value at a
record-breaking £2.5million.
Lost My Name is an internet

venture which allows parents
to design and purchase a
storybook based around their
child’s name.
Last night’s show saw

Linney locked in tough
negotiations with writer David
Cadji-Newby and his business
partner Asi Sharabi in a bid to
try to persuade them to
relinquish more equity.
Linney said: “While other

Dragons thought the valuation
was unpalatable, this is my
sector and I could see the
potential of Lost My Name.”
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@Friendless
Mean

I hear HBO is going
to hand deliver every
one of you that read
Game of Thrones first
a PRIZE, you know,

the one you
constantly ask

for.

@morgan
ad1998

It’s safe to say
Ashleigh hasn’t got
a chance of winning

if the producers
have anything to do

with it.

@When
ElmoGrowsUp

Funny how Whitney
called the Carters

scumbags isn’t she an
ex-prostitute? She’s a
chav who slaps on
the makeup and

hoops.
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HOLIDAY OF MY LIFE-
TIME will see Len Good-
man joined by celebrity
pals for a look at some of
the UK’s favourite holi-
day locations. It airs
later this year
on BBC1.

@smilingisasin
People say Helen’s
not mentioned her
child once. But how
do u know. One

hour out of 24 hours.

@adastra1
Antiques Road

Trip . . . all that work
for a profit of about
40 quid if they’re
lucky #pointless.

@BBFanJenna
The funny part is

like the contestants
obviously don't

watch the show b/c
every year there's a
huge fight b/c of
the letters #bbuk

LOL.

Pav-ing theway for a sharpexit

GLEE actor Kevin McHale
is having a rude awak-
ening on his new UK
telly gig – as he can
finally swear on screen.
Kevin is hosting E4 panel
show VIRTUALLY FAMOUS, which
he says is relaxed about four-
letter words — unlike his
squeaky-clean US series.
He’s also fallen in love with
show guests Rachel Riley, Helen
Flanagan and Stacey Solomon.
The actor found fame playing
wheelchair-bound Artie Abrams on
TV musical show Glee — on Sky1
in the UK — but strict rules in the
US mean foul language is a no-no.
But as the presenter of his Brit-

ish series, overseeing team captains
Seann Walsh and Chris Stark, he
can be relaxed about rude words.
He said: “That was one of the
big selling points for me —
you guys can get away with
a lot more than we can. I
tend to swear quite a bit
and I can’t do that on Glee.
“Virtually Famous is a
comedy show at its heart so
we have free rein and say
whatever we want.
“It’s nice that they give
you the opportunity to fol-
low the jokes no matter
how crude they may
be.”
He added: “It’s kind
of understood that you

don’t swear on US TV. On
talk shows here you can
drink and swear. Now I’m
going to have to adjust
going back to America.”
Kevin adores Blighty for other
reasons too. He said: “I love that
you guys have such good
Indian food. It’s hard to get
that in LA. I love fish and
chips, I love tea — I love it a
little too much.
“During the recording of
the show I’d be like, ‘Why
am I shaking?’ I’d be so
hyped up from all the tea
I’d been drinking.”
Kevin was also hyped
up thanks to his
guests Rachel,
Helen, left, and
Stacey — even
though he

didn’t know who many of
them were. He said: “When I
met Rachel Riley, the first
thing I noticed was how
witty she is. She kept up with

all the comedians. She had to
explain to me what Countdown
was, which was interesting.”
And Helen Flanagan also had to
fill him in about Corrie.
He said: “I don’t necessarily
know the shows people come from
and instead of getting offended by
it Helen was so sweet about it.
“I’ve not seen Corrie. I’ve seen a
bit of EastEnders though. It
reminded me of soaps in America.”
But it seems Stacey Solomon
was his favourite.
He said: “I could listen to her
talk all day. I started throwing
every question to her because her
perspective was brilliant. I loved

her voice. She could read out the
phone book and it would sound
like it was an amazing novel.”
Kevin will now film the sixth
and final series of Glee and he
credits much of its success to
British fans.
He said: “We’ve had an incredi-
ble response from everybody here.

‘Glee is ending at a
really good point’

“You guys have been a huge part
of the show from the beginning.”
He continued: “We’re about to
start filming our last season but,
as sad as that may be, I think
that’s that. We’ve had a really
good run and we’ve done some
amazing storytelling and we’ve got
meet a lot of the fans around the

world which is pretty rare for a
show to get to do.”
Kevin said filming will be
emotional and that actor Cory
Monteith — who played Finn
Hudson and died from a heroin
and alcohol overdose a year ago —
should feature in the series.
He said: “It will be sad but
we’ve known for two years almost
that this will be the last season.
“It’s ending at a good point.
We’ve seen the characters become
young adults and I think they’re
going to wrap it up in a nice way.
“I’m sure (Cory will feature).
“His character was just an inte-
gral part of the show so there’s
really no way to go on and see
these characters grow up without
him being a part of it in some
way.”

@ArtyKoala
I wonder how

much it cost to ship
over Michael

Johnson who is
excellent but NOT a

member of the
Common-
wealth.‘Feeling like being

onanother planet’

IF you’ve ever wanted
to see what Hell might
look like, a burning 66ft
crater in Darvaza,
Turkmenistan, must come
close.
The fiery hole, found in one of the world’s

most repressive and closed-off countries,
would seem to most sensible people to be a
prime place to avoid.
But scientist George Kourounis, who

specialises in investigating extreme locations,
decided to make a beeline for the inferno –
known by locals as the Door to Hell – and
attempt to collect samples from the bottom.
Despite temperatures in the crater topping

426˚C,George was content to ride a zipline
over a fiery volcano without a safety net in a
desperate attempt to search for life.
His belief that finding microbes below

would help the search for extraterrestrial life,
George gamely journeyed into the pit
dressed in what appeared to be a tinfoil suit.
To make the team’s job more difficult the

scientists were given only four days by the
former Soviet republic to complete their
work.
George certainly showed he was hot stuff –

refusing to be put off when the team’s rapid
evacuation tests took more than five minutes.
When he finally made it to the bottom, he

was overcome with excitement, explaining:
“What a feeling – like being on another
planet. It’s like being on Mars.”
Despite nightmares of a fiery death,

George’s mission proved there are more
than enough strange and wondrous places
left to explore without ever having to leave
the planet.
And there’s evidence to show life can

thrive in the most inhospitable conditions.
DAN MENHINNITT
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@Ines182_
How gutted would
you be to get on

Come Dine With Me
only to find you had
a vegetarian in your

group.

l HOLLYOAKS babe
Gemma Merna siz-

zles in this red hot
swimwear shoot – but
admits she struggles
with confidence.
She said: “I’m like
any girl. I have my inse-
curities. I put a lot of
pressure on myself. I’m
always at the gym.”

THE housemates had their knives drawn for
Pav with Chris branding him a pest and telling
Ashleigh he shouldn’t be on the show.
Meanwhile, Pav picked up on the bad vibes
and soon realised there is a good chance he

will be up for the chop come
the next eviction.
Talking to Big Brother in
the Diary Room, Pav said
that he is philosophical
about his future.
He said: “I don’t feel
pressure and I don’t feel stress.
“I know I’m going to go on Friday. I’m just
going to enjoy the week.”
He pointed out that Zoe is probably the
most popular housemate because she has
been able to integrate with the others.
But poor Pav feels he’s been given the cold
shoulder.
The gang were then put through their paces
in a street dance contest with Zoe coaching
the two teams,
The eventual winners – Elite Street – was
made up of Christopher, Ashleigh, Ash and
Mark and the losers, Foot Soldier Crew, had
Winston, Pav, Helen and Chris.
Christopher rounded off the evening by
downing shots of mustard and soy sauce.
And not surprisingly he was then very sick
indeed.

PAV – for his amusing rap
while taking a shower.

VIRTUALLY
FAMOUS,
E4,
10pm
tonight

DIE TRYING
CRATER OF FIRE

National
Geographic

CHRIS – for giving Pav the
cold shoulder.
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tonight

LONG LOST FAMILY presenter
Nicky Campbell has revealed
he’d love to write a song for
next year’s Eurovision Song
Contest – as he prepares to
release a new pop album.
The host, whose hit ITV

show regularly reduces
millions to tears with its
heart-wrenching reunions, has
put together a CD, We’re Just
Passing Through, with
songwriter Kate Robbins.
Nicky told how he’d put pen

to paper as therapy to cope
with the emotions filming Long
Lost Family. He said: “It’s very
intense. I am on long flights
when I film the show and you
do get reflective. Music is a
great release.”

GLEE-FUL . . . as
Artie, above,

and with Chris
and Sean, left,

HELEN – “It’s taken 27 years to
see shouting louder than every-
one doesn’t get you anywhere.”
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