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Abu Dhabi and Florence.
Financial giant Visa 

International paid Mr 
Brown £48,166 to give a 
t w o - a n d - a - h a l f - h o u r 
speech in Singapore, plus 
£16,500 for flights and 
hotels. He also received 
£36,500 for another speech 
to Credit Suisse in Miami, 
plus £11,000 expenses.

Previously, he picked up 
£55,000 for a speech to 
King Saud University in 
Riyadh,  £50,000 for a 
speech to the Hindustan 
Times in New Delhi and 
£64,000 for a speech to 

ThisDay newspaper in 
Nigeria. The ex-PM has 
also banked £80,000 from 
publishers Simon and 
Schuster for his book, 
B e y o n d  t h e  C r a s h , 
although all profits are 
being donated to charity.

He has been paid £7,500 
to promote the book, which 
is already being sold at 
half price by online retailer 
Amazon, in Dublin and 
across the US.

The £7,050 paid by a 
newspaper for extracts 
has also gone to charity. 
The rest goes to the Office 
of Gordon and Sarah 
Brown to pay staff and 
“support  my ongoing 
involvement in public  
l i f e . ”  M r  B r o w n  h a s  
said  he receives “no 
personal gain” from his 
globetrotting role. 

NEWS

Globetrotting 
ex-PM ‘letting 
down voters’

By Ben Borland
DEPUTY EDITOR (POLITICS)

GORDON BROWN has raked in 
almost £475,000 in just six months 
from making speeches on the 
lucrative international lecture 
circuit, the Sunday Express has 
learned.

New figures show the former 
Prime Minister has flown business 
class to New York, Singapore, Saudi 
Arabia, New Delhi, Nigeria, Abu 
Dhabi and Florence.

However, in that time he has 
spoken in only one debate at the 
House of Commons and taken part 
in just one in ten Parliamentary 
votes.

The MP for Kirkcaldy and Cow-
denbeath campaigned alongside 
struggling Scottish Labour leader 
Iain Gray in a bid to boost his  

flagging Holyrood campaign last 
Thursday. But yesterday rival  
politicians insisted he was letting 
down constituents in Fife by cashing 
in on his time in Number 10.

The SNP’s Westminster leader 
Angus Robertson, MP for Moray, 
said: “I haven’t seen Gordon Brown 
in the Chamber of the Commons 
since the last General Election. 

“People will be able to make up 
their own minds whether they think 
he is working for them or not.”

Conservat ive backbencher  
Patrick Mercer said he hoped Mr 
Brown was not planning to “go down 
the same path” as Tony Blair, who 

has turned himself into a multi-mil-
lion- pound celebrity speaker.

He added: “It must be very 
tempting for the previous Prime 
Minister to spend as much time as 
he can capitalising on his last 
appointment but he has been elected 
by the people of Kirkcaldy, who I’m 
sure expect him to represent them 
at every opportunity.”

The updated MP’s Register of 
Interests shows that Mr Brown’s 
biggest earner is his job as 
“Distinguished Global Leader in 
Residence” at New York University, 
for which he has so far pocketed 
£98,000. He and a member of staff, 
often his Glaswegian PA Kirsty 
McNeill, travel all-expenses-paid to 
university campuses in New York, 

Why I took 
Munich air 
crash role

FORMER Doctor Who David Tennant 
plays ex-Manchester United coach 
Jimmy Murphy in an eagerly awaited 
BBC drama about the 1958 Munich 
plane crash tonight – despite not 
being a big football fan.

He said it wasn’t the game but the 
aftermath of the event 
that made him take the 
role about the crash that 
killed eight of the Busby 
Babes.

He said: “I knew that 
it was a historical event 
but I didn’t know many 
of the details. I’m not a 
huge football aficionado.

“I got sent the script 
and was so bowled over 
by this extraordinary 
tale – not just what 
happened on the airfield 
and the terrible tragedy 
but then what happened 
afterwards and how this 

team rebuilt itself.” 
Tennant said his 
character “didn’t like 
the spotlight” but had to 
take a more prominent 
role after manager Matt 
Busby, played by 
Dougray Scott, was 
seriously injured.

The Scot said: “He 
was thrust into this de 
facto manager position, 
not something he 
wanted. He liked hiding 
behind Busby’s public 
face and he just liked 
training the boys and 
finding the new players.

“Suddenly Busby’s at 
death’s door and it’s left 
to Jimmy to sort of 
single-handedly make 
sure that Manchester 
United carry on.”

The drama, United, is 
on BBC2 at 9pm.

From Nadia Brooks
IN LOS ANGELES

BOWLED OVER: David Tennant in the role of football coach Jimmy Murphy
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